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GCSAQ  &                  EDUCATION DAY

When:  Monday 23rd March 2009
Where:  Links Hope Island Golf Club. Hope Island Rd, Hope Island.

Time:  Arrive 8.30am   (Morning tea and BBQ lunch will be provided)

Dress Code:  Smart Casual
Golf:  1.00pm 
Cost 9 holes:  $65,  18 holes: $90 
(Golf must be pre-booked with your Nuturf Rep by the 16th March)
Guest Speakers:

Albert Leggett - Nuturf National Technical Manager
• Insecticide Modes of Action & Resistance
• Nuturf Technical Services

Paul Spencer - Greenway Solutions Product Specialist
• Specialising in Turfgrass Nutrition
• Irrigation Water Quality
• Maintenance Programs
RSVP 
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by 16 March:

Rob Green - 0412 720 942
Barry Howard - 0417 600 697
         Max Whatman - 0408 431 688

2009

Well hello Members and its good to be back in 2009.  It has been a bit of a slow start to the New Year Association wise but there has been plenty happening on the golf course front with high humidity, high temperatures and flooding rains.  The grass is certainly growing fast all over the State if it isn’t under water, but obviously such climatic conditions also brings its problems.  On a personal front at Coolangatta Tweed, I have had one of the best “crops” of fairy ring puffballs on my greens and a cabbage like crop of Crowsfoot!!  

Our Education Meetings man Brian Cox has mapped out an impressive 2009 with a bit of everything.  On the front page of this Newsletter is the “fact sheet” for our first meeting of 2009 with all the information you will need.  Albie Legget is a former Super and is now Nuturf’s National Tech Manager.  Albie is passionate about his job and can relate very closely to what we go through as Superintendents on our own golf course.  Paul Spencer is arguably one of the most knowledgeable turf consultants going around and I doubt there is anything that Paul doesn’t know about irrigation water quality and the soil/water relationship.   It is a while since we have been to Hope Island and we are looking forward to seeing a strong turnout for the first meeting on our calendar.  Please RSVP directly to your Nuturf Rep direct. 


QUEENSLAND GOLF INDUSTRY AWARDS  

The GCSAQ are proud supporters of these Awards and thanks go out to those who nominated their peers for them.  And the winners are:

SUPERINTENDENTS ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD WINNER….Charlie Giffard.  Indooroopilly Golf Club.

Charlie has instigated several environmental enhancement programs but it is his decision to research and trial the use of Biodiesel in mowing machinery that was the basis for his win in this Award.  Biodiesel;

· Is more environmentally friendly than petroleum derived diesel,

· Is a renewable resource that emits 90% fewer greenhouse gases,

· Is bio-degradable and low in sulphur and cheaper than normal diesel.

· And assists in the total recycling of a waste product.

The entire course maintenance fleet is now using Biodiesel realising Indooroopilly Golf Club considerable savings and assisting them to lessen their carbon footprint.

SUPERINTENDENTS ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WINNER….David Brushfield.  Nudgee Golf Club.

David has been at Nudgee Golf Club since 1992 and has been Course Superintendent for the past 13 years and has consistently produced a quality golf course under stringent financial and staffing levels.  During David’s tenure Nudgee has hosted;

· 2 Queensland Opens, 

· the final stage of PGA Tour School, 

· the 2000 Men’s Interstate series,

· the 2008 Junior Girls Interstate series and National Indigenous Golf Championship 

· and since 2005 the Queensland Senior Open Championship, in addition to the constant high levels of Member play.

The upcoming potential changes to the golf course with the Gateway Arterial Upgrade will herald a new era for Nudgee golf club with David at the helm.  

GOLF COURSE TURF APPRENTICE OF THE YEAR WINNER….Joshua Kelly.  Pacific Harbour G&CC.

Joshua is 22 years old and finished his apprenticeship in 2008 and is a skilled and dedicated worker who is a valuable asset to the course management team at Pacific Harbour.  Upon completion of his apprenticeship Joshua was appointed to the important senior role of Irrigation Technician in addition to his role as First Aid and Workplace Health & Safety Officer. 
INDUSTRY RECOGNITION AWARD WINNER….Bill Heraghty

As Dealer Principal of the Yatala John Deere franchise BHM Machinery for over 27 years, Bill was one of the original 6 John Deere Australian golf dealers and was proud to introduce a new culture of after sales service and back up to the industry.  Bill has always been a great source of advice and assistance for the many smaller country clubs with regards to their maintenance equipment as well as the high-end courses.  To the wider Queensland golfing community, Bill was a prolific sponsor of both the Pro am circuits and clubs themselves.  Over his time Bill visited just about every golf course from Coffs Harbour in the south to Rockhampton in the North and west to Moree, and now in retirement he intends to play them! 




CALL YOUR NUTURF REP NOW TO BOOK IN FOR HOPE ISLAND ON MARCH 23rd.


AGCSA

Quite a bit happening with the Australian Association and they are also on the look out for a replacement for Scott Peterson.  Here is a quick précis of what is coming up in the world of AGCSA:

· A workshop will be held at Indooroopilly GC on March 26th which will be part of a National  series of e-par training workshops during March. Dean Scullion (e-par), together with AGCSA environmental agronomist John Geary and HR and best practice manager Daryl Sellar, will conduct this interactive, troubleshooting forum style workshop. The workshops will be FREE for all AGCSA members. For those who do not use e-par or are thinking of purchasing it in the future, this workshop will give you an interesting insight into environmental management systems.

· Recently appointed AGCSA environmental agronomist John Geary has asked for any feedback or stories of interest or a contribution for the “Keeping it Green” newsletter.  If you have any “green” news of any sort at your Club please let John know by contacting him at jgeary@agcsa.com.au or 03 9548 8600.

· Preparations are well under way and registrations are starting to roll in for the 25th Australian Turfgrass Conference in Hobart in July.  Check the website out for all the details.  The pre-conference tour to Barnbougle is also still available so contact Simone at the AGCSA for all the details.


MORE 2009

On the GCSAQ front there are a number of days planned with the Annual Bus Trip locked in for June 20 – 22 which this year finds us heading to the north coast of NSW and staying in Lismore on the Saturday night and Byron Bay on the Sunday night.  Golf will be at Chris Haselden’s Lismore Workers GC on Saturday and Monday has Shaun Cross hosting at Byron Bay GC.  Yes, Skirmish will be available on the Sunday as will a game of golf at Ballina.  The bus will be limited to the first 36 names to book so don’t wait too long.

The annual Superintendent/Managers day will be held at Carbrook GC on Monday September 14th following on from the success of last year.  R & A Director of Golf Course Management Steve Isaacs will be attending as will AGCSA President Allan Devlin and this could be the stand out day of the year.

The Australian Golf Industry Council is also hosting a 2-day industry forum at Sanctuary Cove in the last week of July this year.  At this stage we will be conducting an Education Day in conjunction with the forum at Sanctuary Cove on Monday July 27th.


ChemClear  have advised that a collection has been scheduled for Queensland during May.  ChemClear is a national program that collects and destructs obsolete ag and vet chemical on behalf of the chemical manufacturing industry in Australia.  ChemClear is managed by Agsafe Limited and is a not for profit service.  Enclosed is a flyer giving you all the information so please support this worthwhile exercise.   The booking line will close on March 25th so don’t delay.  

GOLD SPONSOR  Chesterfield Australia are having an “End of Summer Runout” as per the enclosed flyer, so if you are in the market for a bargain….give Ryan Mulcaster a call.

MOVEMENTS 

· Indooroopilly Assistant and former Mossman Super Brendan Clark has moved on and taken over the reigns at Mt Gambier GC.  Joel Leth and Duncan Alexander have been promoted to the position of joint Assistants to Charlie. 

· After 29 years service at Redcliffe GC Ray Nicholson has resigned.  Ray started as a “bunker boy” then acted as mechanic before taking over the Supers position.  Unfortunately more valuable experience leaves the industry.  Good luck in your new venture Ray.

· Wayne Marshall has also decided to pull up stumps at Bargara GC and again more experience leaves the industry.  Following on from his 2007 Environmental Award, Wayne is weighing up his options, hopefully with a move to an environment based position with local council.

· And a bit of movement in the Troon ranks with Geoff Bennell shifting to Brookwater, Dave Lunardelli taking over at Hope Island and Kelvin Nicholson replacing Geoff at Pacific Harbour.

· Following the departure of Richard Phillips from Ocean Shores Duncan Lamont returns south to take over the reins.  Speaking of rains….please leave it up in Townsville Duncan!!
· Dean Henderson has moved from Sanctuary Cove to take over from former boss Darryl Edwards at Hyatt Coolum who has taken over from Jeff Gambin at Gold Coast Burleigh.


BONVILLE GC  are once again conducting their now annual Turf Industry Trade Show.  A registration form is enclosed and judging by the success of last year this is sure to be a great success.

