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Industry Accolades

Nevlan and McMaugh receive recognition awards

RECOGNISED: John Neylan
(top) and Peter McMaugh were
both recently honoured for their
services to the turf and golf
industries

GCSA general manager John Neylan
has been honoured for his services to the
golf industry at the recent Australian Golf
Digest Player of the Year Awards held at
the start of Australian Open tournament week.

Neylan, who joined the AGCSA in 2000 to head
up the association’s newly created technical
division, was bestowed the Australian Golf
Digest’s Services to Golf Award and in doing
so joined an esteemed list of previous winners
which includes Jack Newton (2008), Norman von
Nida (2007), John Klatt (2006), Tony Rafty (2005),
Tom Moore (2004) and Charlie Earp (2003).

‘John received our Services to Golf Award,
which unlike the nine other awards handed
out on the night, reflects ongoing excellence
and contributions to Australian golf, rather than
efforts made just during the past year,” explains
Australian Golf Digest editor Steve Keipert.
‘John’s work in what is an increasingly important
corner of the golf industry deserved recognition,
particularly as golf courses look towards
sustainable futures and as everyday golfers
better appreciate the role of the golf course
superintendent.”

2009 Sustainable Golf Seminars ] ]
Steve Isaac DVD presentation now available

ON DVD: Steve Isaac’s two
Sustainable Golf presentations
are now available on DVD
through the AGCSA

What's On

s mentioned in the last edition of AGCSA

Action, the AGCSA has been working

on compiling a DVD of the recent

Sustainable Golf seminars conducted by
The R&A’s Steve Isaac.

Due to the positive response that the AGCSA
received while staging the five seminars in
September, all golf clubs that sent arepresentative
have been sent a complimentary copy of the DVD
which contains complete footage of Steve’s two
presentations — ‘The Role of the R&A’ and ‘Rising
to the Challenge of Sustainable Management’
— as well as Daryl Sellar’s presentation ‘Cost v
Quality’. Accompanying these are the respective
PowerPoint presentations from each talk.
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Just a few weeks earlier, Australian turf industry
identity Peter McMaugh was also recognised
for his many years of service to the wider turf
industry after receiving Horticulture Australia
Ltd’s highest honour. McMaugh, a life member
of the NSWGCSA and past recipient of the
AGCSA’s highest honour — the Distinguished
Service Award — was bestowed the 2009 Graham
Gregory Award and becomes the first individual
from the turf industry to receive the award.

McMaugh’s scientific  expertise, innovation
and commercial accomplishments have had a
significant impact across many sectors of the turf
industry and in total he has devoted the past 45
years to the turf management profession.

Among his achievements have been creating
the name for Australia’s most recognised buffalo
grass, Sir Walter, developing the drop-in wicket in
the early days of one-day cricket and establishing
Australia’s first turf research organisation. Peter’s
couchgrass collection provided the industry with
superior varieties Winter Green and Windsor
Green which have been the base from which
other breeders have developed new varieties
Grand Prix and Winter Gem.

As the footage was shot at the Sydney workshop,
the DVD also contains, as a bonus, a forum on
tournament preparation featuring Gary Dempsey
(NSW Golf Club) and Mark Parker (Concord Golf
Club). Clubs may use the DVD as reference
material or to show or replay to staff, committee
or any interested members of their community. If
you attended the seminar but haven’t received
a copy, please contact Simone Staples on (03)
9548 8600 or simone@agcsa.com.au. For those
who did not attend the workshops, the DVD is
available for sale at a cost of $55.

In addition, a series of articles about Isaac’s
tour Down Under are now available for viewing
through The R&A website - www.randa.org.

26th Australian Turfgrass Conference and
Trade Exhibition

Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre —
21-25 June, 2010

Upcoming State Association Events
NSWGCSA: Christmas Party, 2 Dec

GCSAWA: Christmas Party, Rosemount Bowils,
4 Dec

GCSAQ: Christmas Party, Wet N Wild, 5 Dec

VGCSA: Christmas Dinner, Huntingdale GC,
5 Dec

Christmas Office Hours: The AGCSA wishes to
advise members that the AGCSA office will be
closed from 12pm, Tuesday 22 December 2009
and will reopen 8am, Monday 4 January, 2010.

The AGCSA wishes all members a merry
Christmas and a safe festive season.
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