


Membership Update

AGCSA Increases Member Numbers 

A
t the 2008 AGCSA annual general 
meeting, held during the 24th Australian 
Turfgrass Conference in Melbourne, 
Pambula Merimbula Golf Club 

superintendent Bryce Strachan was elected to the 
AGCSA board.  Strachan, who has over 25 years 
experience in the turf management game under 
his belt, takes up the board position vacated by 
Allan Devlin who was elevated to president at the 
AGM, and joins fellow board members Pat Pauli 
(Horton Park Golf Club, QLD) and John Odell 
(Royal Sydney Golf Club, NSW).

In order for AGCSA members to get to know their 
newest representative, AGCSA Action took some 
time out during the conference to get to know the 
man a little better.

Full Name: Bryce Andrew Strachan.
Age: 47.
Family: Wife Pennie, daughter Emma (20), son 
Jordan (18).
Years as a superintendent: 20.
Years as an AGCSA member: 14.
Previous clubs: Taree Golf Club (superintendent 
10 yrs), Wingham Golf Club (superintendent 2 
yrs), Avondale Golf Club (groundsman 2 yrs), 
Pymble Golf Club (apprentice 4 yrs).
Current club: Pambula-Merimbula Golf Club (8 
yrs).
Number of staff at current club: Ten.
Course specs: 27-hole golf course, bent/Poa 
greens, mixture of cool-season/warm-seasons 
tees, kikuyu fairways. Championship course par 
73, 6214m.
Turf qualifications: Certificate III, IV, Diploma.

Congratulations on your recent appointment 
as AGCSA Board member. Give us a bit about 
your background in the turf management 
profession and what prompted you to put 
your hat in the ring? I started as a 17-year-old 
apprentice at Pymble Golf Club in 1978 under 
Gary Sullivan. After four years there I took a 
groundsman position at Avondale Golf Club for 
two years. I then moved to the Mid North Coast 
and started up a landscaping business which I ran 
for four years. In 1988 I returned to greenkeeping 
as superintendent at Wingham Golf Club before 
moving to Taree Golf Club in 1990 where I stayed 
for 10 years as superintendent. In 2000 I moved 
to Pambula-Merimbula and have been here ever 
since. I put my hand up for the AGCSA Board 
position as I felt it was time to return something 
back to a great industry that has served me well.

What qualities do you think you will bring to 
the AGCSA Board? Enthusiasm, commitment 
and a willingness to learn.

What do you hope to achieve during your time 
on the AGCSA Board? I would like to see the 
current direction of the Board maintained and 
continue on with strong policies that benefit the 
members and the long-term future development 
of the AGCSA and the turfgrass industry.

What do you see as some of the challenges 
facing the AGCSA and the turf industry as 
a whole at the present time? I think China’s 
insatiable appetite to “westernise” its lifestyle will 
have a direct flow-on effect in our economy with 
prices of fuel, fertiliser and chemicals increasing. 
Combined with a slight downturn in golf I think the 
challenges ahead will be maintaining quality golf 
courses with less resources. I also believe this 
economic environment will be a great challenge 
for the AGCSA to still be able to maintain a good 
strong revenue base for the future.

You are superintendent at Pambula-Merimbula 
Golf Club. What are some of the issues you 
are currently facing there, both on and off 
the course? Using treated effluent over the past 
years combined with the lack of flushing rains 
has called for some careful use and monitoring 
of salt levels. Also retaining good quality staff is a 
large problem in country areas.

Best advice you have ever received on the job 
and who gave it to you? “Never venture too far 
from the basics” – Ray Strachan.

Best part about being a superintendent? Job 
satisfaction – seeing the golf course in pristine 
condition.

Most embarrassing moment as a 
superintendent? After attending a fancy dress 
party, where I was dressed as a bride with full 
make-up and a veil, I decided on the way home 
with a mate that I needed to move a sprinkler at 
the golf course. After nimbly jumping the fence, 
to my horror I heard my ute start up and saw it 
drive off with my mate behind the wheel, leaving 
me an embarrassing 4km walk home in all my 
garb! 

Overseas course you would most like to visit? 
The Ridge at Manitou, Canada.

Any claims to fame outside of turf management? 
Best & Fairest Under 10s soccer trophy and back-
to-back foursomes champion.

Name 3 CDs you could not live without. Red 
Hot Chili Peppers (Greatest Hits), Ramones 
(Anthology), Live (Songs from the Black 
Mountain).

If you could be any musician, who would you 
be? John Frusciante (Red Hot Chili Peppers).

Food you could not live without? Seafood.

Favourite sporting team? Newcastle Knights.

What book are you reading now? John Daly – 
In and Out of the Rough.

What do you do to get away from it all? Go 
camping with the family on a mates’ sheep 
station at Oberon once a year.

2008 AGCSA Annual General Meeting

Strachan Elected to AGCSA Board

TICK OF APPROVAL: This 
year’s AGCSA membership 
certificate includes the logos of 
three new AGCSA initiatives

WELCOME ON BOARD: The 
AGCSA’s newest board member 
Bryce Strachan

WELCOME ON BOARD: The

Thank you to all members who have joined or 
renewed their membership for 2008-09. Over 60 
per cent of 2007-08 members are now financial 
and many will have received their new AGCSA 
membership card and certificate over the last few 
weeks.  Delivery of this year’s members’ gift (an 
embossed notebook holder) has been delayed 
and will be sent out separately.

This year’s membership certificate includes the 
logos of three AGCSA initiatives that members 
can take advantage of.  The logos (pictured left) 
appear in full colour when you have met the 
criteria. They are: 

Environment logo: Members who adhere to an 
environmental management system which meets 
ISO 14001-compliancy will receive this tick.

Water logo: The online Water Management 
Portal will go live by the end of 2008 and further 
information will be published at this time.

Accreditation logo: Members who are AGCSA-
Accredited receive this tick.

Welcome to new members
The AGCSA would like to welcome the following 
63 new members, who represent close to a seven 
per cent increase in membership.  The launch of 
the new range of member benefits including the 
revamped AGCSA Accreditation Programme is 
one reason behind the influx of new members and 
participation at the recent Australian Turfgrass 
Conference is another. The AGCSA extends a 
warm welcome to all new members.

Superintendents
Andrew Arrah (Point Walter GC); Patrick 
Bugden (Riverside Oaks Golf Course); Glen 
Cumming (Coomealla GC, VIC); Gary Dickenson 
(Yakgarra GC); Mark Ecott; Darryl Edwards 
(Hyatt Regency Coolum); Matthew Goodbun 
(Newcastle GC); Neil Graham (Pinjarra GC); 
Sara Hagy (Howlong CGC); Justin Haslam 
(Yowani CC); Brett Hawkey (Neangar Park GC); 
Brett Jacobson (Greenhill GC); Tony Johnston 
(Cobram Barooga GC); Neil Porter; Matthew 
Poultney (Green Acres GC); Luke Primus 
(Barwon Valley GC); Grant Vormister (Magnetic 
Island CC); David Wells (Club Pelican).

International Superintendents
Phillip Knight (Le Touessrok GC, Mauritius); 
Ajaye Ladsawut (Paradis Hotel GC, Mauritius); 
Jeremy Mamet (Bel Ombre GC, Mauritius); 
Peter Newman (Amata Spring CC, Thailand).

International Associate
Adrian Black (Aspirezone, UAE).

Assistant Superintendents
Shaun Bilston (The Grange GC); Michael 
Cowden (Rossdale GC); Robin Doodson 
(Sanctuary Cove Golf and CC); Rodney Ferry 
(Keysborough GC); Richard Flesser (Lakelands 
GC); Robert Hall (Green Acres GC); Trevor 

Honnery (Southport GC); Paul Needham 
(Secret Harbour GC); Peter Ridgeway (Oxley 
GC); James Singleton (Windsor Country GC); 
Bradley Walker (Northern GC); Lloyd Webber 
(Dunheved GC); Brian Wilson (Peregian Springs 
GC); Robert Wilson (Sanctuary Cove GCC).

Sports Turf Managers
Charlie Stebbing (Racing Victoria); Matthew 
De La Rue (Queensland Sports and Athletic 
Centre).

Trade Members
Clive Davies (Golfbiz); Jason Gale (SJM Group); 
Kevin Gates (Club Car/Ingersoll Rand); Ian Gray 
(Toro); David La Batlus (Fertool/Treemax); Paul 
Masterson (Toro); John McCafferty (Country 
Club International); Colin McMillan (StrathAyr); 
Sam Oh (Keygreen Co Ltd, South Korea); Chris 
Simpson (Toro); Matthew Steven (Oasis Turf); 
Brad Thompson (Landmark Operations); Sean 
Towse (Evergreen Turf).

Groundstaff
Greg Askew (Newcastle City Council); Dan 
Cairns (Strathfield GC); Nicholas Colefax (The 
Australian GC); Peter Cooper (Kogarah GC); 
Chris Haynes (Magenta Shores GCC); Tim 
Hoskinson (Manly GC); David Keirle (DA Keirle 
& Associates); Sean Kinsley (Settlers Run GCC); 
Tom Trabilsie (The Grange GC); Kayne Traynor 
(Anglesea GC); Nicholas Webster.

Australian Apprentices
Free membership for apprentices is also a new 
AGCSA initiative this year and has already been 
taken up by 85 apprentices around Australia. A 
warm welcome to the following apprentices:
Daniel Adams; Ben Arbon; Glen Barber; 
Christopher Boadch; Asa Broadbent; Jake Byrne; 
Lachlan Cameron; Alex Catford; Roger Chaffey; 
Jimmy Condon; Adam Crain; Aaron Dean; Jason 
Dick; Tyson Dickinson; James Dillon; Daniel 
Doherty; Matt Fischer; Adam Fry; Todd Gibson; 
Rhys Gregson; Nicholas Groenenberg; Matthew 
Hale; John Hall; Michael Hall; Ben Hartley; 
Andrew Harwood; Michael Havelberg; Jae 
Hayden; Brendan Hayes; Simon Howard; Dave 
Johnson; Zac Johnson; Daryl Johnston-Bugg; 
Heath Judd; Jake Kearns; Matthew Kellond; 
Joshua Kemp; Phillip Knight; Yahn Kumnick; Trent 
Laughton; Kymberley Lavell; Matt Legge; Joshua 
Lewis; Eden Lockhart; Nick Loghem; Matthew 
Mamone; Jamie Maris; Shane Martyn; James 
Mathon; Colin McAlister; Cameron McDonald; 
Matthew McKay; Robert Mellor; Ryan Mulder; 
Grant Murphy; Adrian Myers. Matthew O’Brien; 
Trent Palmer; Adrian Pantling; Joseph Parkinson; 
Duane Penney; Anthony Powell; Dean Readett; 
Brad Reynolds; James Sheppard; Brett Skinner; 
David Snell; Andrew Starr; James Stephenson; 
Matthew Sugg; Michael Sulis; Matt Sunderland; 
Zak Swadling; Jarrad Tait; Kym Tattersall; Daniel 
Templeton; Ryland Tewes; Ian Thompson; 
Nicholas Todd; Andrew Torville; Josh Tracey; 
Shane Troyahn; Mark Wallace; Josh Watkins; 
Matthew Wilson.

TICK OF APPROVAL Thi
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W 
elcome to the 
August edition of 
AGCSA Action. 
I am proud to 

present this report to you 
all, my first as the newly 
elected president of the 
AGCSA. I am very honoured 
to be the association’s 
president and sincerely 
thank the members for 
their confidence. It is a 
responsibility I will treat 

very seriously with the members and staff of the 
AGCSA my highest priority. 

As I have said before, it is rewarding to put 
something back into an industry that has provided 
me with a great lifestyle and so many good mates. 
The AGCSA is now a highly respected section of 
the golf industry and one that is often sought after 
for information and advice. We must maintain this 
reputation and continue to bring other sectors of 
the industry together with common goals and 
objectives. 

I have been very fortunate to have had experience 
with other turf associations, BIGGA, GCSAA, CGSA, 
some of it at board level and it is reassuring to see 
the way the AGCSA is developing into a world class 
organisation in this field.

I must thank my predecessor, Jeff Gambin, who has 
given so much to our association over the last nine 
years, the past four as your president. To take over 
the reins from Gambo is a real honour and if I can 
reach the same standard of respect he has within 
the industry I will be more than happy.

Gambo is one of the most organised, neat creatures 
of habit I have ever known and these positive traits 
have been instrumental in driving the association 
forwards.  He will be a hard act to follow and I am 
sure I will do it differently, but with the AGCSA’s 
best intentions at heart. 

To be part of the Syngenta President’s Dinner 
at the recent Australian Turfgrass Conference in 
Melbourne was one of the highlights of my life. I 
won’t mention any names but there were many 
seasoned supers who had a tear in their eye...me 
being one of them!

I am also pleased to welcome to the AGCSA board 
Bryce Strachan, elected as a director at the AGM 
last month in Melbourne. Bryce, who hails from 
Pambula Merimbula Golf Club in NSW, will, I’m 
sure, be a most valuable asset to us at the AGCSA. 
Bryce has already shown he has plenty to contribute 
and I look forward to our first full board meeting in 

September to get to know him better. (See page 
two of this newsletter for a profile on Bryce).

I must take this opportunity to thank all those involved 
with the 24th Australian Turfgrass Conference and 
Trade Exhibition held last month in Melbourne. The 
association would find it very hard to survive without 
the continuing support of the conference delegates 
and trade exhibitors and we certainly do not take 
this for granted. 

A special thank you to the fabulous AGCSA 
staff, admirably directed by John Neylan and 
Scott Petersen, who have again shown their 
professionalism in presenting a world class show. 
We are all already looking forward to Hobart, 
Tasmania next year, which will be another new 
experience for many of our members and guests.

The next few years will be both exciting and 
challenging with some major events planned and 
some significant changes to the operation of the 
AGCSA. One really exciting project that will be 
completed over the next 12 months is the relocation 
of the AGCSA offices to a new site. 

Acting on a directive from the membership, the 
board has been working hard on this project. This 
move will see the association dispense of the costly 
rental location at Blackburn Rd to a new two storey 
office, owned by the AGCSA, at Kingston Links 
Golf Course. I am sure our ATM journal editor will 
keep the membership informed as this new facility 
is built.

We will continue to work closely with all other 
industry colleagues on the Australian Golf Industry 
Council (AGIC) on several important issues, 
including the environment and water management. 
These two subjects will affect the development of 
the golf industry in many ways, some obvious, and 
others less so. 

The AGIC can be a great tool in reaching eyes and 
ears outside this industry and will certainly give us a 
greater voice when dealing with some bureaucratic 
entities that require some subtle guidance.

Allan Devlin
President, AGCSA 

Superintendent, Secret Harbour Golf Links

Board Allan Devlin 

very seriously with the

From the

AGCSA Accredited Workshops – Presentation 
and Communication
The AGCSA will be running a number of 
communication workshops around the country 
in September. At the time of AGCSA Action going 
to print the dates below had been finalised.  

Melbourne:  Monday 15 Sept, 9am - 1pm
 Kingston Links Golf Course 
Sydney:   Monday 22 Sept, 9am - 1pm
 ANZ Stadium
Brisbane: Tuesday 23 Sept, 9am - 1pm 
 Doomben Racecourse

Upcoming State Association Events
NSWGCSA: 2008 Annual General Meeting, 

Avondale GC, 18 Aug
STA NSW:  Regional Sports Turf Seminar, Kurri 

Kurri TAFE, 19 Aug
GCSAWA:  Annual General Meeting/Toro Cup, 

The Vines Resort, 19 Aug
NSWTETA:  Annual General Meeting, 

Sponsored by PJC Sportsturf, RAE 
GC, Steele Barracks, 19 Aug

VGCSA:  Education Day, Eynesbury GC, 
 25 Aug
VTETA:  Annual General Meeting, Silvan 

Australia, 16 Sept

What’s On

AGCSA Events Calendar 

2008 Syngenta Presidents Dinner

Gambins Beijing Bound
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T
he 2008 Syngenta Presidents Dinner, 
held on the final night of the 24th 
Australian Turfgrass Conference, will be 
long remembered for the surprise send 

off of outgoing AGCSA president Jeff Gambin 
(superintendent Gold Coast Burleigh Golf Club). 
After serving nine years on the AGCSA Board, 
including the past four as president, Gambin 
stood down from the Board at the Annual General 
Meeting held earlier in the week.

As many AGCSA members will know, earlier this 
year Gambin’s son Ryan qualified for the Beijing 
Olympics in the 100m butterfly. Ryan, who for 
years had been on the fringe of the Australian 
swim team, qualified for his adopted home 
country of Malta. In doing so he became the 
nation’s first swimmer to do so at Olympic level. 
Since posting a qualifying time of 54.33s back in 
late March in The Netherlands, Ryan has been 
living and training in Malta and competing at a 
number of lead up meets in preparation for the 
Olympics. 

While Ryan was Beijing bound (he departed with 
the Maltese Olympic team on 28 July and was 
due to contest the first set of heats on 14 August), 
his parents Jeff and Karen were unable to make 
the journey to China. That, however, all changed 
on the final night of the Melbourne conference 
where they were presented with flights, Games 
tickets and accommodation in order to see their 
son perform on the biggest athletics stage of all. 
The announcement clearly took both Jeff and 
Karen by surprise and drew a standing ovation 
from the audience.

“It came as a complete shock,” recalls Jeff. “We 
had no idea what was coming, although I thought 
something was up when they had Ryan on the 
phone hook up, but neither Karen nor I could 
have imagined what was going to come next. It 
was incredible and we will never be able to thank 
everyone enough for turning what was a great 
night into one of the best nights of our lives.

“Both Karen and I are so proud of what Ryan has 
achieved because we know how much hard work 
he has put into this. It has been his dream since 
he first started swimming at the age of seven and 
to now have the opportunity to go to an Olympic 
Games is so special for us all. And now to have 
the opportunity to go there and watch him, words 
can’t describe how elated we are.”

Prior to the big announcement, Jeff and Karen 
were called up on stage and via an international 
phone hook up were able to speak to their son 
in Malta. In front of more than 220 guests, Jeff 
and Karen were able to have an ‘intimate’ chat 
with their Olympic-bound son who recounted 
to the audience his preparations in the weeks 
leading up to the Games. Mum, being a mum, 
also took the opportunity to give Ryan a gentle 
ribbing about his many tattoos, the most recent 
addition being the Maltese Cross which he has 
emblazoned across his left bicep. 

The presentation to Jeff and Karen was made 
possible by a number of turf industry companies 
and members of the turf community who made 
donations both in the lead up to the conference 
and during the dinner where an impromptu 
auction was conducted. 

The AGCSA, together with Jeff, Karen and 
Ryan Gambin would like to thank the following 
people and organisations who made the above 
possible: 

Simplot (Matt Scott): $2000
Scotts Australia (David Westall): $2000
Tru Turf Pty Ltd (Ray Dufty): $2000
John Matheson: $1000
Doug Robinson: $500
TurfCraft Machinery Australia (John Purtell): 
$500
John and Chris Odell: $500
Allan and Julie Devlin: $200
Pat and Deb Pauli: $200
Scott and Lea Petersen: $200

NIGHT OF NIGHTS: At the 
conclusion of the Melbourne 
conference, outgoing AGCSA 
president Jeff Gambin and wife 
Karen were presented tickets to 
see their son Ryan compete at 
the Beijing Olympics 
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GOING, GOING, GONE…TO 
BEIJING: Jeff and Karen enjoy 
the moment as new AGCSA 
president Allan Devlin conducts 
the impromptu auction


