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W 
elcome to the 
August edition of 
AGCSA Action. 
I am proud to 

present this report to you 
all, my first as the newly 
elected president of the 
AGCSA. I am very honoured 
to be the association’s 
president and sincerely 
thank the members for 
their confidence. It is a 
responsibility I will treat 

very seriously with the members and staff of the 
AGCSA my highest priority. 

As I have said before, it is rewarding to put 
something back into an industry that has provided 
me with a great lifestyle and so many good mates. 
The AGCSA is now a highly respected section of 
the golf industry and one that is often sought after 
for information and advice. We must maintain this 
reputation and continue to bring other sectors of 
the industry together with common goals and 
objectives. 

I have been very fortunate to have had experience 
with other turf associations, BIGGA, GCSAA, CGSA, 
some of it at board level and it is reassuring to see 
the way the AGCSA is developing into a world class 
organisation in this field.

I must thank my predecessor, Jeff Gambin, who has 
given so much to our association over the last nine 
years, the past four as your president. To take over 
the reins from Gambo is a real honour and if I can 
reach the same standard of respect he has within 
the industry I will be more than happy.

Gambo is one of the most organised, neat creatures 
of habit I have ever known and these positive traits 
have been instrumental in driving the association 
forwards.  He will be a hard act to follow and I am 
sure I will do it differently, but with the AGCSA’s 
best intentions at heart. 

To be part of the Syngenta President’s Dinner 
at the recent Australian Turfgrass Conference in 
Melbourne was one of the highlights of my life. I 
won’t mention any names but there were many 
seasoned supers who had a tear in their eye...me 
being one of them!

I am also pleased to welcome to the AGCSA board 
Bryce Strachan, elected as a director at the AGM 
last month in Melbourne. Bryce, who hails from 
Pambula Merimbula Golf Club in NSW, will, I’m 
sure, be a most valuable asset to us at the AGCSA. 
Bryce has already shown he has plenty to contribute 
and I look forward to our first full board meeting in 

September to get to know him better. (See page 
two of this newsletter for a profile on Bryce).

I must take this opportunity to thank all those involved 
with the 24th Australian Turfgrass Conference and 
Trade Exhibition held last month in Melbourne. The 
association would find it very hard to survive without 
the continuing support of the conference delegates 
and trade exhibitors and we certainly do not take 
this for granted. 

A special thank you to the fabulous AGCSA 
staff, admirably directed by John Neylan and 
Scott Petersen, who have again shown their 
professionalism in presenting a world class show. 
We are all already looking forward to Hobart, 
Tasmania next year, which will be another new 
experience for many of our members and guests.

The next few years will be both exciting and 
challenging with some major events planned and 
some significant changes to the operation of the 
AGCSA. One really exciting project that will be 
completed over the next 12 months is the relocation 
of the AGCSA offices to a new site. 

Acting on a directive from the membership, the 
board has been working hard on this project. This 
move will see the association dispense of the costly 
rental location at Blackburn Rd to a new two storey 
office, owned by the AGCSA, at Kingston Links 
Golf Course. I am sure our ATM journal editor will 
keep the membership informed as this new facility 
is built.

We will continue to work closely with all other 
industry colleagues on the Australian Golf Industry 
Council (AGIC) on several important issues, 
including the environment and water management. 
These two subjects will affect the development of 
the golf industry in many ways, some obvious, and 
others less so. 

The AGIC can be a great tool in reaching eyes and 
ears outside this industry and will certainly give us a 
greater voice when dealing with some bureaucratic 
entities that require some subtle guidance.

Allan Devlin
President, AGCSA 

Superintendent, Secret Harbour Golf Links


